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The Story of Ethel, a Project Read Student 

By Marjorie Farris, Her Tutor 
 

I f you are someone who supports various social causes and you 
wonder from time to time if your donation is being used in the 

best way, you might like to know of a real life person who bene-
fitted greatly from Project Read. 
 

Ethel was the first student I had as a Project Read tutor, and she 
has been the one who studied with me for the longest time, be-
ginning in 1999 until 2017.  I remember waiting in a large room 
in the Perkins Building on the EKU campus for my student to 
arrive.  I’d been given her name but not much about her educa-
tional life.  Ethel arrived right on time and announced, “I’m 
here.”  Ethel could have benefitted from a haircut, a better outfit 
of clothes, and some dental and ophthalmic work, but all of that 
took a back seat to her determination to learn to read. 
 

Ethel had been reared as if she were mentally incompetent; and 
even though she regularly attended classes in the K-6th grade 
school that was near her home, she was never taught to read or 
do simple math  She was the youngest of seven children and the 
only girl, and she had little mentoring from her family.   
 

Over the years, Ethel’s self care improved greatly along with her 
ability to read, to work math problems, and to write.  In the past 
months, she had been writing an autobiography of her life; and 
had she been able to complete it, her story might have been pub-
lishable. 
 

Ethel died this summer at age sixty-seven.  She had a heart at-
tack; and even though she was in a hospital and getting appropri-
ate care, her body gave out.  Her husband had died five years 
earlier, and I have wondered if she died of grief for him. 
 

Project Read is not intended as a social services agency, but in a 
very real sense it is.  Ethel connected with people she might not 
have known otherwise.  She had the experiences as an adult that 

she should have had as a child.  In the midst of her growth as an 
important person, she learned to read, to write, and to do math.  

So, if your donation helped to provide services for Ethel, it was 
not in vain.  She was a unique and wonderful human being, 

whom I miss dearly.  I count myself blessed to have known her 
as a student and a friend.   

 

“Smile” as You Make Your Amazon Purchases 
 

As announced in the July newsletter, you can donate to Project Read 
when you purchase through Smile.Amazon.com.  It’s fast and easy, 
and it doesn’t cost you a penny.  Smile.Amazon.com awards a small 
portion of your purchase price to Project Read when you select us as 
your charity of choice.  So if you are going to purchase from Ama-
zon, for work or home, just remember to start at Smile.Amazon.com.  
 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com.  When 
asked to select a charity, enter Project Read - Madison County  
Literacy Council, Inc.  Once you make that selection, Amazon will 
remember us as your charity, and we’ll receive donations every time 
you shop at smile.amazon.com. Amazon will do all the work of get-
ting your contribution to us.  
 

Since Amazon is now shopped so frequently, enough people making 
purchases, large or small, can make a real difference for literacy in 
Madison County.   

https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com


 

 

If you would like to contribute, send your donation to: 

2150 Lexington Road, Suite H 

Richmond, KY   40475 

Phone:  859-623-4905 

Thank You  
Donors 

for your support of the work 
we do for our community. 
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You Can Donate When you Shop at Kroger 
 

Now Kroger shoppers can support Project Read’s literacy efforts in Madison County by using the 
Kroger Plus Card!  Through a program called Community Rewards, Kroger allows shoppers who 
use their Plus Card to designate a local nonprofit to support every time they shop at Krogers. 
  

As a nonprofit organization, Project Read/Madison County Literacy Council is eligible for Kroger 
support.  And if you are a Kroger Plus Card holder, you can earn points for Project Read each time 
you shop at Kroger using your Kroger Plus Card. Reward points accumulate for the charity of your 
choice, and those points turn to monetary support for the organization. You can help Project Read 
accumulate points quickly just by buying your groceries! 
 

Enrolling is easy, and your participation costs you nothing but helps you support your community. 
Kroger shoppers can enroll in the Rewards program in two ways:  by calling 1-800-Krogers,  
option #3 or  by visiting www.kroger .com.  (Click on Kroger  Community Rewards at the bot-
tom of the page to create an account and designate your charity.) Enrollees will need to give  
Project Read's five digit number--83315--as well as their own Kroger Plus Card number  
located on the back of their card when they sign up. Once shoppers enroll, their enrollment is auto-
matically renewed every year.  
 

Please help Madison County adults get the literacy tutoring services they need by joining the  
Kroger Community Rewards program and designating Project Read as your charity of choice.  
And please encourage your friends and neighbors to enroll; let’s all support literacy. 

 

BBC America Comes To Project Read 

 
The British Broadcasting Corporation of America is preparing a documentary about illiteracy in 
America.  While preparing for the segment on Kentucky’s grassroots efforts to combat illiteracy, 
one of the team members found Project Read’s website.  Our nonprofit agency was exactly the 
kind of program they were looking for in terms of local efforts to help undereducated Americans. 
 

After several phone calls, the news team visited our office on August 10, 2017.  The team inter-
viewed three of our adult basic literacy students to feature the progress the students are making.  
A short clip of the interview is available on the internet under the heading Americans Who Can’t 
Read.  The documentary will be available in December 2017.  
 

While we at Project Read don’t know how much of our segment will be left on the cutting room 
floor, we are gratified that we were chosen to be included.  The three students who participated,  
as well as their tutors, deserve a special thanks for sharing their stories.   

Student Peggy Fleming (center) is filmed as she 
demonstrates her reading ability with her tutor, Lori 
Cartmill. (right). 

Student Michael Johnson (center) is interviewed by a 
BBC team member (right) while tutor Gentry Deck
(left) looks on.  


