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Visit Project Read at our website: 
projectreadky.org or on Facebook:   

Project Read—Madison County Kentucky 

 

From Us to You 
 Happy Holidays 

Beverly  

Pyle 

Jack Dyer 

Janna Vice 

Myrena  

Jennings 

Feralith  

Perkins 

Adam Turner 
Brenda Thomas 

 

 
       A Special Thanks to Friends of Project Read 

 

Recently, many of you received a special appeal for 
donations from our Treasurer, Jack Dyer, on behalf of 
Project Read, and we want to thank all of you who so generously 
responded with your donations.  
  

Nearly all non-profit organizations depend heavily on the generosity 
of donors.  Project Read is no exception.  Our support comes from 
grants, public support, and donations from friends like you.  Recent-
ly, our funds had reached a point where we thought it necessary to 
make a special appeal to our friends in the community.  Thanks to 
you, we were able to weather the financial situation for the short 
term. 
 

In this special season of giving, we hope that you will continue your 
support as you have in the past.  
  
As a Friend of Project Read, you can help change lives through  
literacy! 

 

 

Meet Some of Our Students 
 

The number of clients served by Project Read changes almost 
daily.  New students are tested and paired with trained volun-
teer tutors and begin working toward a new life.  You might 
like to “meet” some of our clients and see how Project Read is 
serving them. 
 

Sandy, a young mother of two, decided to come to Project Read 
after realizing her third grader needed help with his homework.  
Although she had graduated from high school, she had failed to 
learn basic reading and math skills.  Sandy is now working with 
a tutor to catch up on what she missed—both to help her chil-
dren succeed in school and to feel confident in herself as a read-
er. 
 

Mary’s life started to unravel after she suffered an aneurysm 
that severely affected her memory and her ability to read and to 
do other everyday activities she had once taken for granted.  
Her doctor suggested she come to Project Read to relearn read-
ing and math.  Mary is now working with a tutor who has 
helped her move forward with her reading and math even 
though she still regresses at times. 
 

Haru is a young father from Japan who was transferred to Rich-
mond from his manufacturing company in Japan.  His work 
takes him to several Japanese-based companies throughout 
Southeast Kentucky.  At Project Read, his tutor is helping him 
learn important English vocabulary words related to his work.  
He admits his stress levels have decreased since enrolling in an 
English-Second-Language class at Project Read.   
 

Noelia is a young mother from Mexico.  Her eight-year-old son 
attends a local elementary school where he has experienced 
bullying.  When Noelia meets with her tutor, her concern for 
her child is evident.  Her tutor has been very supportive, reas-
suring her that he will be an advocate for her at school if need 
be and helping her focus on learning English so she can one day 
advocate for herself and her family.   
 

These are only a few of the students who make each day at Pro-

ject Read feel worthwhile and who show that literacy changes 
lives. 

Janis  

Barton 

Mike  

Hawksley 



 

Thank You  
Donors 

for your support of the work 
we do for our community. 

 

Donors* 
Mr. and Mrs. William Adams 
Ahmad and Joy Allameh 
Dr. Rodney G. Alsup and Dr. Sarah E. 
    Derossett 
Stephen and Libby Black 
Anne and Michael Blakeney 
    In Honor of grandchildren Addison, 
    Walker, and Ada Duerson 
Joan L. Boewe 
Harriet B. Bromley 
Anne Page Brooks 
Robert Brubaker 
Lana Carnes 
Agnes Chrietzberg 
W. Lyle and LaVerne Cook 
Patti Costello 
Gerald and Nancy Crider 
Jack and Terrell Culross 
Eileen and Emmet Curran 
Steve and Helen Fardo 
Marjorie Farris 
James H. Fisher 
Patrick and Pauline Furner 
Charles and Melba Hay 
Charles and Mary Helfrich 
Sandy Hunter and Jenni Glenn 
Myrena Jennings 
Nancy and Pierce Johnson 
E. Roger and Libby Jones 
Shirley and Kathryn Kearns 
Karol A. Kesterke 
Lancaster Pike Homemakers 
R. S. and Linda Lawson 
Little Ones’ Consignment Sale at 
    First United Methodist Church 
Jean and Howard Logue 
F. Taylor and Karen Losson 
Massengale’s Insurance Agency 
Donna M. Masters 
    In Honor of Evalena Masters 
Mrs. Alvin (Mary) McGlasson 
William and Winifred Mitchell 
    In Memory of Elizabeth C. Mitchell 
Larry and Pamela Palmisano 
Forniss R. Park 
Karl and Shelley Park 
Feralith Perkins 
    In Memory of Marlene Payne 
Bennett Poage 
Beverly Pyle 
Richmond Woman’s Club 
Patrick and Louise Ridgley 
Robert Stebbins Family Trust 
Betsy Smith 
    In Memory of Amelia Smith 
Dr. Charles A. Sweet, Jr. 
Carol Teague 
    In Memory of J. D. Parks 
Brenda Thomas 
    In Honor of Mike Thomas 
Ralph and Elizabeth Thompson 
Wayne and Janna Vice 
Ron and Ruth Wolfe 
Adriel and Paula Woodman 
Edward and Nancy Wray 
    In Honor of Hairmasters Salon & Spa  
    co-workers 
 
*Since July 1, 2016   

 

Thanks to Partners II Pizza 
 

On November 7, Project Read held its fourth 
annual pizza fundraising event at Partners II 
Pizza.  For that evening, Partners donated 20 
percent of all proceeds made from pizza sales 
including menu, buffet, and takeout items.  
Of course, we encouraged everyone to eat 
lots of pizza! 
 

Please look for this event next year on our 
Facebook page and on our website; we hope 
to continue this tradition.  Attending this 
fundraiser is a win, win, win for everyone.  
Project Read wins by receiving the donation 
from proceeds.  Partners II Pizza wins by 
having increased business on the night of the 
event.  And you, our supporters, win by get-
ting a meal of excellent pizza without having 
to cook or clean.   
 

Partners II Pizza has been a good friend to 

Project Read and to other organizations by 
giving us an opportunity for fundraising.  We thank them for this partnership, and we hope you 

will support them for all the good they do in our community. 

Brenda Thomas (center) presents a Certificate of Ap-
preciation to Partners II Pizza owners Craig and Nicole 
Cover. 

 

Who We Are 
 

Project Read is currently serving 45 students.  Of these, 8 are Basic Literacy students, and 37 are 
English as a Second Language (ESL) students.  The Basic students range from third to eighth 
grades in reading levels. The ESL students are from eight countries:  Cambodia, Guatemala, Japan, 
Mexico, Peru, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, and Vietnam.  These students are being tutored by 15 
trained volunteer tutors.  
  
In addition, Project Read has partnerships with Bluegrass Career Development and Welcome 

Women. 

YOU can be part of who we are by becoming a volunteer tutor.  Call 623-4905 for more infor-
mation.   

 

Meet a Project Read Tutor 
By Oscar Bailey 

 

After teaching in the public school system for 30 years, and having been retired for fifteen, I real-
ized I wanted to teach again.  Learning of an opportunity to tutor adult learners through Project 
Read, I contacted the Executive Director, who matched me with a 31-year-old man who had gradu-
ated from high school with very minimal reading ability.  Although such situations are rare, they 
do occur.  Learning disabilities contribute to the problem for non-readers, but my own experience 
in the classroom verifies that some students slip through the cracks when classrooms are too full 
and resources too few. 
 

My first task with my student was to do a quick sight-word inventory with him.  I quickly realized 
he would need to start at the lowest level.  Because of the student’s strong desire to make progress, 
we quickly moved to Level Two.  He typically completes two lessons per tutoring session and also 
turns in homework.  Because he is playing catch-up in gaining literacy skills, I find his enthusiasm 
very refreshing.  Although he works two part-time jobs and is often tired, his interest remains high. 
 

Working with an adult student has been inspiring and fulfilling for me.  The materials that Project 

Read provides for adult learners make the task of tutoring low-level readers much easier.  I am glad 
I started tutoring for Project Read. 


